Local Notes on the U.S. Census

April 1, 2010 is Census Day!

The U.S. Constitution (Article I, Section 2) mandates that every 10
years, every person residing in the United States must be counted.

This includes:

- people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, citizens, and
noncitizens, living in

- all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the
Island Areas.

One of the main goals of the census is to ensure that each person
is counted “once, only once, and in the right place.” To improve
participation across the U.S., many communities are forming a
Complete Count Committee—a locally-based group working to
increase awareness of the census and to encourage prompt
mailback response. Having a high initial mailback response
reduces the cost of administering the census and results in more
accurate data.

Unlike previous censuses, the 2010 Census will have only 10
guestions and will take just minutes to complete. The
guestionnaire will ask for basic information about each person in
your household: name, relationship, gender, age, date of birth,
race, and whether you own or rent your home. The “long form,”
which was used to gain detailed socio-economic data from a
sample of the population, has been eliminated.

Data collected through the census are strictly confidential. The
Census Bureau and its employees are prohibited under penalty of
law from sharing your personal information with anyone, including
other federal organizations such as welfare and immigration
agencies.
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For more information on Kenosha County Census 2010,

please visit:

Fall 2009

How are census data used?

Census data are widely used by decision-
makers on the federal, state, and local level.
Census 2010 will impact our community’s:

Power

Census data determine how many seats each
state has in the U.S. House of
Representatives. They are also used to draw
federal, state, and local legislative districts to
ensure fair representation.

Money

Every year, over $400 billion in federal funding
is allocated to states and communities based,
in part, on census data. This includes funds for
Title | grants for school districts, Head Start
programs, the Women, Children, Infants (WIC)
program which provides food grants, and
economic empowerment zones.

Growth

The census tells us who we are as a
community and helps us to decide how we can
best develop to ensure a high quality of life,
including public health and safety. Local
governments use it to determine where to build
roads, schools, senior centers, and hospitals.
Businesses use it to decide where to locate.
Community organizations use it to assess
needs, develop goals, and secure funding.
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According to the U.S. Census
Bureau, between 1940 and
2000, Kenosha County grew
by 86,072 residents, or about
136%. This rate of growth was
faster than the Southeast
Wisconsin Region (81%
increase); Wisconsin (71%
increase), and the U.S. (113%
increase).
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The Census Bureau’s
American Community Survey
estimates that in 2008,
Kenosha County’s population
was 164,465 residents—an
approximate 10% increase
over the 2000 population.

Between 1990 and 2007, the school-
age population (ages 5 to 19) grew

about 28%, almost 7,800 children and

youths. In the same period, residents
in the working age range (20 to 64)
increased by approximately 30%, or
22,355 persons, and the senior
population (65 and older) increased
about 12%, or 1,926 individuals.

The estimated median age of
residents in 2007 was about 36 years
slightly younger than the State’s
median age of around 38 years.

Between 1980 and 2000, the number
of people who reported being of
Hispanic or Latino ethnicity increased
by just over 200%, or 7,309 persons.
The most recent American
Community Survey estimates that in
2007, there were 16,037 residents of
Hispanic or Latino ethnicity, making

up approximately 10% of the County’s

overall population.
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For more information, please visit the Kenosha U.S.

Bureau of the Census website: http://www.census.go v/



