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LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICIALS RECOMMEND ILL CHILDRE N STAY
HOME FROM SCHOOL
Recommendation Comes After New CDC Guidance on School Closures

Kenosha — May 5, 2009 - The Kenosha County DivisibHealth, along with the Wi
Division of Public Health, is urging parents to geghildren home from school if they are
presenting symptoms of HIN1 (swine flu). This ceraéier new guidance from the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDE)manends schools focus on early
detection of ill students and staff, staying honteewill, and good cough and hand hygiene
etiquette instead of closing individual schoolsdahsn cases of HIN1.

In the initial stages of the outbreak, cases of HilNthe United States included school-
aged students and were associated with travel taddend school-based outbreaks.
Based on the initial information, CDC recommendendsideration of school closures as an
option to lessen the risk of infection in ordeptotect students, staff, parents, and other
caregivers from the disease as well as limit spnetadthe community. New information

on the disease severity has warranted revisiotiag@uidance.

The Kenosha County Division of Health is recommagdhe following to decrease H1IN1
in Kenosha County Schools:

= School closure is not advised for a suspected wiirozed case of novel influenza
A (HIN1) and, in general, is not advised unless&li®a magnitude of faculty or
student absenteeism that interferes with the sthabillity to function.

= Schools that were closed based on previous int€M@ guidance related to this
outbreak may reopen.

= Students, faculty or staff with influenza-like #lss (fever with a cough or sore
throat) should stay home and not attend schoobanty the community except to
seek medical care for at least 7 days even if symptresolve sooner.

= Students, faculty and staff who are still sick yslafter they become ill should
continue to stay home from school until at leash@drs after symptoms have
resolved.




= Students, faculty and staff who appear to haventimeinza-like illness at arrival or
become ill during the school day should be isolgexnptly in a room separate
from other students and sent home.

= Parents and guardians should monitor their schgett&hildren, and faculty and
staff should self-monitor every morning for symp®af influenza-like illness.

= |l students should not attend alternative chilteaar congregate in settings other
than school.

= School administrators should communicate regulaitly local public health
officials to obtain guidance about reporting olueinza-like illnesses in the school.

= Schools can help serve as a focus for educatiataltees aimed at promoting
ways to reduce the spread of influenza, includiagchhygiene and cough etiquette.

= Students, faculty and staff should stringentlydallsanitary measures to reduce the
spread of influenza, including covering their nase mouth with a tissue when
coughing or sneezing, or cough/sneeze into theavel. If a tissue is used, throw it
in the trash after use.

Parents are being asked to assist in limiting fineasd of HIN1 in our community. The
most important thing is to keep sick people awaynfihealthy people. If your child is sick,
you must keep your child at home. Staying at haren sick stops the spread of the flu
and helps the sick person get well.

Parents are being asked to answer these questiensraorning before sending his/her
child to school or daycare:

= Does your child have fever (100° F or 37. 7°C)? If you don’t have a thermomete
feel your child’s skin with your hand. If it is mievarmer than usual your child
probably has a fever.

= Does your child have sore throat, cough, runny nose body achesvomiting, or
diarrhea?

= If you answered “yes” to both questions aboveyour child might have the flu.
Keep your child home from school for 7 days or lustimptoms are gone for 24
hours, whichever is longer.

= If you checked “yes” to only one of the questionstmve, keep your child home
from school until symptoms are gone for 24 hours.

= Call your health care provider if your child isélhough that you would normally
see a health care provider. Use the same judgynentould use during normal flu
season.

The Kenosha County Division of Health will continieeclosely monitor the severity and
spread of this HIN1 influenza outbreak.



For more information please contact the KenoshanGobivision of Health at (262) 605-
6700 orwww.co.kenosha.wi.us/

For more information about CDC and H1N1 Hitip://www.cdc.gov/h1nlflu/
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