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August 24, 2009
Dear Parent or Guardian,

As you may know, there is a new form of influenza in our community and in the world—H1N1 Flu (which has been called Swine Flu). H1N1 Flu can be easily spread from person to person. Therefore, we are taking steps to reduce the spread of this type of influenza in Kenosha County schools. We want to keep the school open to students and functioning in a normal manner during this flu season but we need your help to do this.  In order to monitor influenza-like illness in the community, school officials will be requesting symptoms when a student’s absence is being reported.  Please be prepared to answer these questions when calling the school.
The Kenosha Unified School District and the Kenosha County Division of Health are working closely together to monitor both seasonal and H1N1 Flu conditions and make decisions about the best steps to take concerning schools. One of these steps includes vaccinating children against the spread of H1N1 Flu. This is a different approach than in previous years because school-age children seem to be more likely to develop or “catch” this type of influenza than older persons. For this reason, school-age children are a target group for receiving the vaccine as soon as possible.

The Kenosha County Division of Health is planning to vaccinate the children and staff in the Kenosha Unified School District in October and November or as soon as the vaccine is available. We will be providing more information on this program in the coming weeks.

In addition, here are a few things you can do to help. 

· Keep sick children at home for at least 24 hours after they no longer have fever or do not have signs of fever, without using fever-reducing drugs.  Keeping children with a fever at home will reduce the number of people who may get infected. 
· Do not send children to school if they are sick. Any children who are determined to be sick while at school will be sent home. 

· Have your child vaccinated against regular seasonal influenza. 
· Teach your children to wash their hands often with soap and water. You can set a good example by doing this yourself.

· Know the signs and symptoms of the flu. Symptoms of the flu include fever (100 degrees Fahrenheit, 37.8 degrees Celsius or greater), cough, sore throat, a runny or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, and feeling very tired. Some people may also vomit or have diarrhea.

For more information about flu in our community, please contact the Kenosha County Division of Health at (262) 605-6700, (800) 472-8008 or visit http://www.co.kenosha.wi.us/dhs/Divisions/Health/NavPages/SwineFlu.php.  We will notify you of any additional changes to our school’s strategy to prevent the spread of influenza.  
Sincerely,
Frank G. Matteo





Joseph T. Mangi
Health Officer/Director
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