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• Planning helps define the future character
of a community

• Planning helps protect natural and cultural resourc es

• Planning can provide a rational basis for local 
decisions 

• Planning can provide certainty regarding
future development

• Planning can save money

• Planning can promote economic development

• Planning can promote public health
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Wisconsin State Statute 66.1001

Beginning on January 1, 2010 , if a County or local 
government (city, village or town) engages in any o f the 
listed actions, those actions must be consistent wi th that 
governmental unit’s comprehensive plan.
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• Official Mapping
• Subdivision Regulations
• Zoning Ordinances (County, City, Village or Town)
• Shoreland Ordinances (County, City or Village)
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1. Issues and opportunities element
2. Land use element
3. Housing element
4. Transportation element
5. Utilities and community facilities element
6. Agricultural, natural, and cultural resources 

element
7. Economic development element
8. Intergovernmental cooperation element
9. Implementation element
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1. Promoting urban redevelopment (e.g. brownfields) 

2. Providing a range of transportation choices 

3. Protecting natural areas 

4. Protecting farmland and productive forests 

5. Promoting development patterns that are less cost ly 
to serve with public services 

6. Preserving cultural, historic, and archaeological  
sites 

7. Encouraging cooperation between nearby units of 
government 

8. Building community identity
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9. Providing affordable housing for all income level s 

10. Providing an adequate supply of land to meet 
market demand 

11. Promoting expansion or stabilization of the loca l 
economy 

12. Balancing individual property rights with 
community interests 

13. Preserving varied and unique urban / rural 
communities 

14. Providing an integrated, efficient, and economic al 
transportation system
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PRIOR to a plan taking effect, the County and each 
local government must: 

• Adopt written procedures for public participation 
• Hold at least one public hearing 
• Adopt the plan by ordinance by majority vote of the 

governing body 
• Send the adopted plan or amendment to every 

governmental body located within or adjacent to the  
County or local government and to the local public 
library

• The plan must contain all 9 elements prior to 
adoption
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• A work program was prepared in October, 2005
• To detail the planning process
• Determine the format of the multi-jurisdictional 

comprehensive plan
• Coordinate responsibilities 

• Kenosha County
• Nine local government partners
• UW-Extension
• Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning 

Commission
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Jan 2009 – May 2009PLAN REVIEW AND ADOPTION

Sept 2008 – Jan 2009 
PREPARE IMPLEMENTATION 
ELEMENTS & SUMMARY

Sept 2007 – Aug 2008 PREPARE PLANNING ELEMENTS 

March 2007 – Dec 2007 IDENTIFY ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES 

Nov 2006 – Aug 2007 INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Summer 2005 – Nov 2006START-UP TASKS
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• Kenosha County was awarded a 

comprehensive planning grant by 
the Wisconsin Department of 
Administration in June, 2006. The 
grant provides funding to prepare 
a multi-jurisdictional 
comprehensive plan for the 
County and nine participating 
local governments.

• The grant period ends on June 9, 2009. By that 
date, a comprehensive plan must be adopted by 
Kenosha County and each participating local 
government.



The Kenosha Multi-Jurisdictional Advisory Committee  
(MJAC) consists of:

• Voting representatives from Kenosha County and 
each of the nine local governments participating in  
the County's joint comprehensive planning process

• Non-voting representatives from the non-
participating local governments and other interest 
groups (e.g., public school districts, economic 
development, farming community)
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Responsibilities of Committee Members include:

• Serving as liaisons between local plan commissions 
and governing bodies and the joint planning process

• Overseeing the development of the plan chapters and  
maintain timeliness of major planning milestones

• Assisting with the implementation of the public 
participation plan and work program

• Acting as advisors to the outlined planning process
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• Approved by Kenosha County Board on January 16, 
2007

• Public participation plan serves two purposes: 
• Provide opportunities for public input throughout 

planning process
• Satisfy the requirements of the Wisconsin 

comprehensive planning law - Section 66.1001 (4) (a)  
of the Wisconsin Statutes

The public participation plan is available online: 
www.co.kenosha.wi.us/plandev/smart_growth/index.htm l
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Public Meetings & Forums
• Meetings will be held throughout the comprehensive 

planning process to provide opportunities for open 
discussion

• Kenosha County Comprehensive Plan Kickoff 
Meeting

• Kenosha County Café
• Issue forums
• Public informational meetings
• Open house/intergovernmental meeting will be held 

upon completion
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Smart Growth Kickoff Meeting – March 21, 2007

• Informed citizens about planning process and planni ng 
timeline

• SWOT workshop, identifying strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats in the County

Kenosha County Café – May 12, 2007
• Countywide visioning session to develop a shared vi sion for 

the future of Kenosha 

Informational Meetings – September/November 2007
• Meetings held in each participating local governmen t to present 

results of the inventories and analyses and to disc uss land use-
related issues with citizens from each participatin g community

Public participation event results are available on line: 
www.co.kenosha.wi.us/plandev/smart_growth/index.htm l
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On-Going Efforts 
• On-going public participation efforts are proposed to take place 

throughout the comprehensive planning process

• Multi-Jurisdictional Advisory Committee (MJAC) meet ings. 
Public comments are welcome at all MJAC meetings.

• Website www.co.kenosha.wi.us/plandev/smart_growth/index.htm l

• Newsletters

• News releases and feature articles

• Presentations to community groups, business or prof essional 
organizations, non-profit organizations and local g overnments
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DRAFTS COMPLETED!

JUNE 2007EXISTING PLANS & ORDINANCESVI.

COMPLETEDTITLECH.

INVENTORY OF EXISTING UTILITIES & 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES

INVENTORY OF EXISTING LAND USES & 
TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES AND SERVICES

INVENTORY OF AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL & 
CULTURAL RESOURCES

POPULATION, HOUSEHOLD & EMPLOYMENT 
TRENDS

INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND

APRIL/JUNE 
2007

FEB 2007

JAN 2007

NOV 2006

NOV 2006

V.

IV.

III.

II.

I.

Draft inventory chapters are available online: 
www.co.kenosha.wi.us/plandev/smart_growth/index.htm l
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• START-UP TASKS

• INVENTORY & ANALYSIS (ongoing)

• IDENTIFY ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES

• PREPARE PLANNING ELEMENTS

• PREPARE IMPLEMENTATION ELEMENTS & 
SUMMARY

• PLAN REVIEW AND ADOPTION



• Identify issues and opportunities related to the 9 
elements of the comprehensive plan 
• Identified through: 

• Public meetings and forums 
• Review of inventories and analyses

• Issues and opportunities identified will be compile d 
and provided to the MJAC

• MJAC will review and summarize the issues and 
opportunities identified for use in developing 
planning goals and objectives
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THREATS
• Loss of agricultural and 

natural resources
• Threats to air quality
• Public apathy

WEAKNESSES
• Deteriorating air quality
• Unmanaged 

development/Urban sprawl
• Lack of countywide public 

transit services

OPPORTUNITIES
• Planning for future growth
• Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee 

(KRM) Commuter Rail 
Extension 

• Diversification of jobs and 
businesses

STRENGTHS
• Quality education system
• Location (proximity to 

Chicago and Milwaukee, and 
to Lake Michigan)

• Abundance of agricultural and 
natural resources
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