Good workforce

Low unemployment

Good diversity of people and religions
Availability of health care
Tourism/Recreation opportunities

Leadership encouraging economic
development

Manageable traffic

Good highway network
Access to major airports
Access to rest of the State

Availability of banking opportunities

Quality Educational System

Location (proximity to Chicago and Milwaukee,
and Lake Michigan)

Abundance of Agricultural and Natural
Resources

Lake Michigan
Existing intergovernmental cooperation

Good transportation system

Recreational/Cultural
Opportunities

Parks

High taxes
High healthcare costs
Lack of affordable housing

Loss of skilled/educated workforce to
other locations

Declining downtown areas

Too many layers of government
Declining water supply and quality
Lake Michigan

Issues with poverty, homelessness,
racial prejudice and prison release

Illegal immigration

Lack of Town authority

Crime rate

Lack of sense of community

Lack of intergovernmental and
countywide cooperation

Decline of traditional industries and loss
of jobs

Lack of high-paying local jobs
Deteriorating air quality
Unmanaged development/Urban sprawl

Lack of countywide public transit services

Planning for future growth

Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee (KRM)
Commuter Rail Expansion

Diversification of jobs and businesses

New businesses and industries (e.g., Abbott
Labs)

Increase access to existing technical
and higher educational system

Create job and recreation
opportunities for youth

Museum Complex

Expansion of transportation systems
and services

Improvement of blighted downtown
areas and neighborhoods

Create greenbelts and trails

Capitalize on Lake Michigan and the
lakefront

Inland lakes and Bong State Park
Local markets for local produce
Tourism/Recreation opportunities
Ability to preserve way of life
Bio-fuels

Wireless technology

Invasive species

Threat of bio-terrorism
Rising cost of healthcare
Unplanned development

Rate of development outpacing ability to provide
services

Loss of agricultural and natural resources
Threats to air quality

Public apathy

Increasing population density

Impact of aging population on economy
and health care

Terrorism

Rising crime rate

Impact of drugs on children and schools
Increasing homelessness

Local impacts of state legislation
Downturn of economy

Too much service-based industry
Increasing traffic congestion

Rising cost of fuel

Depletion of groundwater

KENOSHA COUNTY

Multi-Jurisdictional
Comprehensive Plan

City of Kenosha

Village of Pleasant Prairie

Village of Silver Lake

Town of Brighton
Town of Bristol
Town of Paris
Town of Salem
Town of Somers

Town of Wheatland

Kenosha County

SWOT Workshop
conducted at the
Kenosha County
Smart Growth
Kickoff Meeting:
MARCH 21, 2007

D Issues were identified as a priority in Kenosha County. Those in bold were identified as the top priorities.




